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(57) Abstract 



A positive active material characterized in that it contains a layer of a metal 
oxide containing at least Mn and Li deposited on the surface of a positive active 
material that has a composition Li J+x Mn 2 . x . y M y 0 4 (wherein M is at least one 
element selected from among those except Mn, alkali metal elements and alkaline 
earth metal elements, 0 < x ^ 0.2, and 0 < y < 0.3) and that, when the deposited 
layer is measured by X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), the number of metal 
atoms other than Mn and Li, contained in the deposited layer, is 0.01 to 20 times as 
great as the number of Mn atoms. The deposited layer may be one having a normal 
spinel structure comprising a metal oxide containing Li. 
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